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Magistrates’ Court diagrams

A Typical Magistrates’ Court Layout• 
The Courts Hierarchy in Outline• 
The Sentencing Framework in Outline• 



Example of a courtroom layout
 

* Use of the dock or a chair for the defendant can vary: see Dock in the Glossary
A less formal arrangement is likely re youth or family work, Chapters 8 and 9

Retiring Room

Defendant’s 
Lawyer

Crown 
Prosecutor

Defence Lawyers
(other cases)

Magistrates’ Bench

Court Legal Advisor

Dock

Witness 
Box

Probation 
Officer

Usher

Press

Public Gallery 
(Open Court)

Entrance

Court Foyer / Waiting Area Interview Rooms 
/ Witness Rooms

© Waterside Press 2009 / Download free from WatersidePress.co.uk

Defendant’s 
Chair *

To the 
cells

Taken from The Magistrates’ Court: An Introduction (5th Ed., 2009) by Bryan Gibson



SUPREME COURT
Supreme Court Justices
(from November 2009)

HOUSE OF LORDS (until November 2009)
Law Lords

Appeals from the Court of Appeal or High Court, the latter e.g. re judicial review, etc.

COURT OF APPEAL
Lords Justices

Criminal Division          
Appeals from the Crown Court against 

conviction and/or sentence

Civil Division
Appeals from the High Court (or other civil 

courts and tribunals) in civil cases

HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
High Court Judges (aka Justices)

Queen’s Bench Division*
Appeals in civil matters

Chancery Division
Equity, trusts. tax, etc.

Family Division
Family Matters

Divisional Court of the QBD                              
Case Stated /Judicial Review (JR)
Usually from magistrates (and re 
JR also from public authorities)

Divisional Court of the FD
Appeals from the FPC (and 
other family jurisdictions)

CROWN COURT
Circuit Judges, Recorders and Assistant Recorders (see Glossary)

Trial by Judge and Jury
following committal by magistrates

Sentencing (including after committal by JPs)

Appeals from Magistrates’ Courts / Youth 
Courts: Chapter 7

against conviction and/or sentence

MAGISTRATES’ COURTS
Adult Court Chapter 7 Youth Court Chapter 8 Family Proceedings 

Court (FPC) Chapter 9

Ordinary magistrates / JPs Youth panel JPs Family panel JPs

District judge (magistrates’ courts) Chapter 1
Summary trial and sentence

Committals to the Crown Court for trial or sentence
Magistrates also have their own appellate jurisdiction: Chapter 10

Figure 1: The courts hierarchy in outline

*The QBD also has it’s own ‘first instance’ jurisdiction (see Glossary) as well as a Commercial Court and 
Admiralty Court. There is also a local county court (including for civil and family cases). 

There is a freestanding right of appeal to the European Court of Human Rights: Chapter 5 
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ANCILLARY ORDERS

COMPENSATION
As an ancillary order or as a sentence in its own right

ABSOLUTE 
DISCHARGE

CONDITIONAL 
DISCHARGE

FINE

Sentencing 
Guidelines Band 

A, B or C

COMMUNITY 
ORDER

‘High’, ‘Medium’ or 
‘Low’ depending 
on seriousness 
as expressed in 
number and nature 
of requirements:

Unpaid work1. 
Activity2. 
Programme3. 
Prohibited activity4. 
Curfew5. 
Exclusion6. 
Residence7. 
Mental health8. 
Drug rehabilitation9. 
Alcohol treatment10. 
Supervision11. 
Attendance centre 12. 

(only if under 25)

(Sentencing Guidelines 
Band D fine as specific 
alternative)

CUSTODY

Prison if aged 21 
years or older

Young Offender 
Institution (YOI) if 
aged 18-20 years 

inclusive

(Sentencing 
Guidelines Band 
E fine as specific 
alternative)

Sentencing Of Offenders 
Aged 18 Years And Over

Punishment 
‘inexpedient’

Punishment 
appropriate

Offence(s) 
‘Serious 
enough’ 
Pre-sentence 
report usually 
required

Offence(s) 
‘So serious’ 
(alternative criteria 
may apply)
Pre-sentence report 
usually required

Figure 1: The Sentencing Framework in outline
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If you found these diagrams helpful, or you would like to know more about magis-
trates courts, the book they are taken from is The Magistrates’ Court: An Introduction 
by Bryan Gibson. 

5th Edtion
May 2009
192 pages
ISBN 9781904380528

A unique handbook• 

Consistently rated excellent • 
by reviewers

Especially useful for • 
newcomers to the topic

Order your copy from
WatersidePress.co.uk

http://www.watersidepress.co.uk
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